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About Wild Ones Western New York

Wild Ones WNY is a chapter of Wild Ones: Native Plants, Natural Landscapes (wildones.org), a
national not-for-profit environmental education and advocacy organization, connecting people
and native plants for a healthy planet.

Our mission is to promote environmentally sound landscaping practices to encourage
biodiversity through the preservation, restoration, and establishment of native plant
communities.

Thank you for using our WNY Native Plant Shopping Guide

We created this Guide to help you find native plants to purchase. We invite native plant
nurseries in WNY to provide a list of native plants they plan to sell during the growing season.
We review their selections and compile this Guide, which may be freely downloaded, printed,
and shared. The nurseries in this Guide do not pay to be included nor are they paid to
participate. View this Guide online or download copies of this Guide from our website at
westernnewyork.wildones.org.

The plants are listed by scientific name for trees, shrubs, wildflowers, vines,
grasses/sedges /rushes, and ferns.

This Guide’s definition of “native”

We use the Darke /Tallamy functional definition of “native” found in The Living Landscape: “A
plant or animal that has evolved in a given place over a period of time sufficient to develop
complex and essential relationships with the physical environment and other organisms in a
given ecological community.”

To determine which plants are native to our region, we use the NY Flora Atlas and the Native
Plant Trust's Go Botany. We have a column showing the Keystone plants for the Eastern
Temperate Forests - Ecoregion 8.

The codes we use in our Guide

Keystone species column: “Keystone plants are native plants critical to the food web and
necessary for many wildlife species to complete their life cycle. Without keystone plants in the
landscape, butterflies, native bees, and birds will not thrive. 96% of our terrestrial birds rely on
insects supported by keystone plants.” ~ Garden for Wildlife NWF. We strongly encourage you to
include keystone plants in your landscape!

S for Species: This Guide lists native plant species, not cultivars. Cultivars of native plants (may
be called “nativars”) are generally propagated vegetatively to preserve selected traits attractive
to people. They may or may not retain the important habitat properties of the species. Species,
on the other hand, provide genetic diversity and provide desirable habitat qualities. Read more
about the Wild Ones position “Nativars: Where do they fit in?” on the Wild Ones website.




L for Local: Species grown from local genotype seeds are indicated by an “L.” Why is this
important? For example, a red maple from the South and one from the Northeast are both Acer
rubrum, BUT the local genotype plant will better match local conditions. IMPORTANT: Local
genotype is NOT the same as locally-grown, although local genotype plants are generally grown
locally. We encourage you to choose local genotype plants.

) - Good for specialist bees: From Cornell’s Creating a pollinator garden for native specialist bees of NY
and the Northeast and the list of Keystone plants that host pollen specialist bees

88 - Keystone plants for butterfly and moth caterpillars
Shopping tips

e Use the scientific name, including the first (Genus) and second (species) names. Sometimes
knowing the variety is important, too, and is noted as “var.” Common names are not as accurate
and may refer to more than one plant, so we encourage you to use list organized by scientific
name.

e Use native plant references to research and plan your purchases. Know the conditions of
your own site and choose plants that will thrive in those conditions. Bring references with you
when you shop!

e Read plant labels carefully. Be aware that many conventional stores or nurseries may use plant
labels that say “Native,” but they may merely be native to the continent, not to WNY or even to
the Northeast. Plants native to the Pacific Northwest, for example, are not necessarily native in
WNY and we wouldn’t recommend them.

e Patronize nurseries that sell nursery-propagated native plants from seeds or cuttings. Never
buy plants dug from the wild (or dig them from the wild yourself). Ask nurseries about the
source of their plants.

e Buy pesticide-free plants. Often plants are treated with systemic pesticides: pesticides
incorporated into the plant that don’t wash off and can linger in the soil for years. These
pesticides (banned in many other countries) may harm pollinators and other wildlife. Confirm
with nurseries that their plants are pesticide-free.

e Please check your plants for worms! Virtually any worm you find in a plant pot is NOT native,
and jumping worms are particularly harmful.
Learn more: ccecolumbiagreene.org/resources/jumping-worm-fact-sheet

o CALL AHEAD to confirm nursery hours and the availability of your desired plants before
setting out on a trip to a nursery.



To learn more, we recommend:

Native plant websites:

New York Flora Atlas: newyork.plantatlas.usf.edu/ - Important: Filter for “Native”
Native Plant Trust: gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/
(Check the North American range map below the New England range)
National Wildlife Federation: Keystone plants for the Eastern Temperate Forests - Ecoregion 8
Biota of North America Program: bonap.org/ - Shows native range of plants
(green=native; blue=non-native)
Native Plants for Birds at audubon.org/plantsforbirds /- Audubon list of native plants
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center at wildflower.org/plants/
organized by state and plant size; also includes cultural conditions

Native plant books:

IMPORTANT: Most books include all plants native to the continent; check for the Northeast!
Joel Baines Native Plants for Native Birds (published by Ithaca’s Cayuga Bird Club)
Uli Lorimer The Northeast Native Plant Primer: 235 plants for an Earth-Friendly Garden
Donald Leopold Native Plants of the Northeast: A Guide for Gardening and Conservation
William Cullina Wildflowers: A Guide to Growing and Propagating Native Flowers of NA
William Cullina Native Trees, Shrubs, & Vines
William Cullina Native Ferns, Moss, & Grasses

Habitat gardening books:

Douglas Tallamy How Can I Help?: Saving Nature with Your Yard

Douglas Tallamy Bringing Nature Home: How You Can Sustain Wildlife with Native Plants
Rick Darke and Doug Tallamy The Living Landscape: Designing for Beauty and Biodiversity
Douglas Tallamy The Nature of Oaks: The Rich Ecology of Our Most Essential Native Trees
Douglas Tallamy Nature’s Best Hope: A New Approach to Conservation that Starts in Your Yard
Douglas Tallamy Nature’s Best Hope — Young Reader’s Edition

Sara Stein Noah's Garden: Restoring the Ecology of Our Own Back Yards - A classic!

Nancy Lawson The Humane Gardener

Nancy Lawson Wildscape

Xerces Society Attracting Native Pollinators

Holm, Heather A variety of books on pollinators



Native Plant Nurseries included in the Guide

Not all nurseries have storefronts, so call or check their websites before visiting!
Hours may vary through the season and some plants will sell out.
If you're looking for a specific plant, call ahead to check availability.

NAME and WEBSITE

ADDRESS

CONTACT

Amanda’s Native Garden LLC
amandasnativeplants.com

8030 Story Rd,
Dansville, NY 14437

ellen@amandasnativeplants.com
(585) 750-6288

CW Native Plant Farm
cwnativeplantfarm.com

12288 Tonawanda
Creek Road
Akron, NY 14001

cwnativeplantfarm@gmail.com
(716) 417-2626

Masterson’s Garden Center, Inc
Mastersons.net

725 Olean Road
East Aurora, NY
14052

info@mastersons.net
(716) 655-0133

Primeval Forest
primevalforestnursery.com

2813 Niagara St
Buffalo, NY 14207

primevalforestnursery@gmail.com
(716).322.6815

Royal Fern Nursery
facebook.com /royalfernnursery

8888 Glasgow Rd,
Fredonia, NY 14063

royalfernnursery@gmail.com

Swiftwater Organic Farm
swiftwaterorganics.com

Lockport, NY

farm@swiftwaterorganics.com
716-406-7374

The English Gardener
English-gardener.com

4000 Harlem Rd
Snyder, NY 14226

englishgardenerservices@gmail.com

716-833-8000

Urban Roots
urbanroots.org

428 Rhode Island
St Buffalo, NY 14213

info@urbanroots.org
(716) 362-8982




Native Plant Resources in WNY

These businesses offer a variety of services, including consulting, education and plants. Some

nurseries are included below as well. Please contact them for more information.

Amma’s Forest Garden
ammasforestgardens.com/
Trees and Shrubs

East Rochester
NY

worker@ammasforestgardens.com
*contact for plant availability and
hours

Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper
https:/ /bnwaterkeeper.org/
Educational Resources

Buffalo NY

info@bnwaterkeeper.org

Eastern Monarch Butterfly Farm
easternmonarchbutterflyfarm.com
Education, Consultation, Plants

Clarence NY

easternmonarch@gmail.com
(716)759-8500

ECOS Cooperative
ecoscooperative.com
Consultation, Restoration

Buffalo NY

ecos.cooperative.inc@gmail.co
m

Firouzan Food Forest
instagram.com /firouzanfoodforest

Trees and Shrubs

Williamsville NY

firouzanfoodforest@gmail.com

Future Tree Nursery

Native Plants, especially trees
instagram.com/futuretree.nursery

Medina, NY

James at jfpas24@yahoo.com
*contact for plant availability and
hours

Lessons from Nature - Lyn Chimera
LessonsFromNature.biz
Education, Consultation, Plants

East Aurora, NY

Lyn@lessonsfromnature.biz

Native Plant Guy - Ken Parker
NativePlantGuy.com
Education, Consultation, Plants

Cheektowaga NY

NativePlantGuy.com

Nature Teacher N.Y.

Michael Klepp

instagram.com /natureteacherNY
Education, Consultation

Orleans County,
NY

NatureTeacherNY@gmail.com

Niagara Frontier Botanical Society | Buffalo, NY sites.google.com /a/niagarafronti
Habitat Education and Guided erbotanicalsociety.org /niagara-
Hikes frontier-botanical-society /home
Western NY Prism Buffalo, NY wnyprism@buffalostate.edu

WWW.WNYPrism.org
Education, Resources for Invasive
Species Management

716-878-4708




